Top HIV vaccine researcher speaks in UM series by University of Montana--Missoula. Office of University Relations
University of Montana 
ScholarWorks at University of Montana 
University of Montana News Releases, 1928, 
1956-present University Relations 
11-8-1996 
Top HIV vaccine researcher speaks in UM series 
University of Montana--Missoula. Office of University Relations 
Follow this and additional works at: https://scholarworks.umt.edu/newsreleases 
Let us know how access to this document benefits you. 
Recommended Citation 
University of Montana--Missoula. Office of University Relations, "Top HIV vaccine researcher speaks in UM 
series" (1996). University of Montana News Releases, 1928, 1956-present. 14441. 
https://scholarworks.umt.edu/newsreleases/14441 
This News Article is brought to you for free and open access by the University Relations at ScholarWorks at 
University of Montana. It has been accepted for inclusion in University of Montana News Releases, 1928, 
1956-present by an authorized administrator of ScholarWorks at University of Montana. For more information, 
please contact scholarworks@mso.umt.edu. 
The University of
Montana
UNIVERSITY COMMUNICATIONS • MISSOULA, MT 59812 • 406-243-2522 • FAX: 406-243-4520
This release is available electronically on INN (News Net).
Nov. 8, 1996
TOP HTV VACCINE RESEARCHER SPEAKS IN UM SERIES 
MISSOULA -
The leader in an international effort to develop and test a vaccine against HIV, the virus 
that causes AIDS, will address a campus and community audience at The University of 
Montana—Missoula Thursday, Nov. 14.
Margaret I. Johnston, scientific director of the International AIDS Vaccine Initiative, will 
discuss issues surrounding vaccine testing and use throughout the world in her talk, "AIDS: The 
Life and Death of HIV." The free, public lecture, presented as part of the 1996-97 President’s 
Lecture Series, will begin at 8 p.m. in the Music Recital Hall.
"She will provide a broad perspective on the scientific research as well as the social, ethical 
and political issues surrounding the worldwide effort to develop and test an HIV vaccine," said 
Jack Nunberg, director of UM’s newly developed HIV lab.
Johnston will discuss the ethics of testing HIV vaccines on people in Africa, where the 
incidence of infection is much greater than in other parts of the world. The problem, Nunberg 
said, is that Third World countries would not be able to afford to buy the vaccine once it has been 
tested.
After spending much of her career in research for the federal government, Johnston left her 
position at the National Institutes of Health AIDS division this year to lead research for the 
International AIDS Vaccine Initiative. Created to focus the world’s attention on the need for a
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vaccine, the organization concentrates on gaps in current vaccine research and development and 
works with governments, private industry, funding and regulatory authorities to encourage 
increased investments in such efforts.
With support from the Rockefeller Foundation, the International AIDS Vaccine Initiative 
was formed to bring together scientists, financial experts, international philanthropists, 
policymakers and members of the HIV-infected community to create a coordinated global vaccine 
effort.
Johnston earned a bachelor’s degree in chemistry from Carnegie Mellon University and a 
doctorate in biochemistry from Tufts University. She has lectured on HIV vaccine efforts and 
AIDS research throughout the world.
m
Contact: Jack Nunberg, (406) 243-6421; Margaret I. Johnston, (202) 842-3004 or (301) 933- 
1789. Johnston will arrive in Missoula on the afternoon of Wednesday, Nov. 13, and stay through 
Sunday, Nov. 17. Call Rita Munzenrider, UM News Bureau coordinator, 243-4824, with interview 
requests.
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